EDITOR’S NOTE

Oilseeds and the future of
South Africa’s food security

he contribution of

agriculture to the economy

remains critical, despite

its low contribution in

percentage to the gross
domestic product. The entire value
chain needs to be considered - not
only individual industries.

The South African
government’s master plan for
agriculture is a commendable

initiative, especially in terms
of boosting the poultry
industry, which will in turn
assist up- and downstream
industries, including the
oilseeds industry.

In order to guard the full supply
chain, the old farm-to-fork principle
is even more relevant now than it has
ever been. Each industry needs to keep
increasing its efficiencies each yearin a
bid to remain globally competitive and
survive. Not only do we have to keep
import and export parities in mind, but
in the case of crops, industries must
generate an income for producers that
is competitive with alternative crops to
avoid a shift in production.

Sustainable local oilseeds production
contributes to self-sufficiency in food
production and improves the chances
of lower food prices and increased food
security.

The bigger picture
The South African government’s master
plan for agriculture is a commendable

initiative, especially in terms of boosting
the poultry industry, which will in turn
assist up- and downstream industries,
including the oilseeds industry. And as
we are all aware, employment in South
Africa is in dire need of resuscitation.
South Africa produces just over two
million tons of wheat, while the country
imported 2,2 million tons mainly from
Russia and Poland last year. Import value is
estimated to be over R8 billion, illustrating
the importance of local production.
Critical raw material to produce
over 2,4 billion breads per annum and
3,5 million tons of wheat products is an
integral part of the primary food chain.
Meanwhile, the production of soya
bean has been a great success story,
increasing in production from just over
500 000 tons in 2010 to an approximate
record 2 million ton crop in 2020, which
is worth an estimated R15 billion.

Sights set on self-sufficiency

The Bureau for Food and Agricultural
Policy (BFAP) estimates that we should
reach 2,3 million tons in soya bean
production by 2029, which could
propel us to self-sufficiency. The current
production of almost 12 million tons of
animal feed is projected to increase to
14,5 million tons in 2029, absorbing just
over 1,7 million tons of soya bean meal
and full-fat soya.

The future of South Africa is
dependent on food security and the role
the oilseeds industry can play, is critical
throughout the value chain.

Enjoy this jampacked issue of Oilseeds
Focus.

Dr Erhard Briedenhann

Send us your contributions and suggestions to make Oilseeds Focus an
enjoyable and valuable publication for the oilseeds industry. Contact
Dr Briedenhann at erhardb@netactive.co.za for more information.

2 ) OILSEEDS focuq - September 2021

Editor: Dr Erhard Briedenhann
+27 82 551 1634 - erhardb@netactive.co.za

Associate editor
Gerhard Keun « +27 11 803 2579

Published by: Plaas Media (Pty) Ltd

217 Clifton Ave, Lyttelton, Centurion, RSA
Private Bag X2010, Lyttelton, 0140, RSA
Tel: +27 12 664 4793 - www.agriorbit.com

Chief editor: Lynette Louw
+27 84 580 5120 - lynette@plaasmedia.co.za

Sub-editor: May Nel
+27 12 664 4793 - may@plaasmedia.co.za

News editor: Ursula Human
+27 64 890 6942 - ursula@plaasmedia.co.za

Design & layout: Annemie Visser
+27 12 664 4793 - annemie@plaasmedia.co.za

Advertising

Karin Changuion-Duffy
+27 82 376 6396 - karin@plaasmedia.co.za

Susan Steyn
+27 82 657 1262 - susan@plaasmedia.co.za

Juan de Villiers
+27 60 508 3188 - juan@plaasmedia.co.za

Rowena Simmons
+27 79 568 6025 - rowena@plaasmedia.co.za

Accounts: Marné Anderson
+27 72 639 1805 - marne@plaasmedia.co.za

Subscriptions: Beauty Mthombeni
+27 64 890 6941 - beauty@plaasmedia.co.za

Printed and bound by: Typo
+27 11402 0571

Oilseeds Focus, Plaas Media and its staff and
contributors do not necessarily subscribe to the
views expressed in this publication.

© Copyright: No portion of this magazine may
be reproduced in any form without the written
consent of the publishers.

Published on behalf of:
Protein Research Foundation
PO Box 1564, Rivonia, 2128

Tel: 011803 2579 - Fax 011 803 2287 / 086 634 8067

Enquiries: gkeun@proteinresearch.net



