| CANOLA |
Canola plantings increase
by almost 20%

Total canola plantings in
SA increased by roughly
18% year-on-year, from
72 000ha in 2013 to
85 000ha planted this year.
Plantings in all areas
of the Western Cape have
increased, according to
Swellendam-based canola
processing company,
Southern Qil’s (Soill)
agricultural resource
officer Franco le Roux.
The area planted to canola
in the southern Cape
and Overberg regions is
expected to amount to
65 000ha, compared with
56 000ha planted in 2013.
Plantings in the Swartland
were estimated at 20 000ha,
up from 16 000ha.

‘Le Roux said more
farmers were including
canola in their crop
rotation systems not
only for its benefits in
weed management and
soil health, but because
canola offered more
favourable returns
compared with the regions’

Y BIOFUEL |

traditional grain crops

of barley and wheat.

The total harvest this year
was expected to amount
to 145 000t, up from

112 000t last year.

Soill is the only major
canola processing plant
in SA and according to
Le Roux the facility has
sufficient crushing capacity
to accommodate the
increase in production,

He said there was adequate
demand for locally
produced vegetable and oil
cake, because SA imported
about 60% of all edible oils
consumed in the country
and roughly half of the

oil cake used as feed in

the livestock industry.

The Western Cape
Department of
Agriculture’s specialist
agronomist for the
Swartland region, Sakkie
Slabbert, said canola
plantings in the area were
looking better than last
year and farmers were
expecting a good harvest.
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‘canola
production in
South Africa has
increased from
35000ha
planted to

85 000ha.
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He said for farmers
in the Swartland, like
elsewhere in the Western
Cape, it made financial
sense to include canola
in their crop production
systems as a rotational
crop with wheat because
canola offered better
returns. This was due in
part to the impact that
the location differential
of roughly R580/t -
had on farmers’ net
earnings for wheat.
According to the Bureau
for Food and Agricultural

Policy’s baseline
agricultural outlook for
2014 to 2023, production
would increase over the
next 10 years to about

180 000t. The report said
that although the local
price was projected to
decline over the next two
seasons, the introduction
of new cultivars including
genetically modified
varieties would have a
positive long-term effect
on average yields and the
average gross income per
hectare. — Denene Erasmus

29 AUGUST 2014 | farmersweskly | 15




