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Humankind is facing a difficult situation —the urgent need to increase food production both in
quantity and quality, and to do it without destroying the environment. Consequently, it is essential
to design and develop agricultural models aiming to solve both issues simultaneously. In this
regard, in Argentina (South America) there are some true experiences, such as Grupo Romagnoli,
that are permanently trying to achieve this goal of economic, ecological and social sustainability.

Grupo Romagnoli directly manages about 15,000 hectares (mixed production system) under 40
years of No Till system —absence of tillage and the presence of a permanent soil cover. The holistic
conception of a production system under No Till implies the adoption of a set of Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) for the system to be sustainable.

Among the GAPs implemented together with NT by Grupo Romagnoli we can mention crop
rotation (adjusted to crop diversity and intensity based on the environment), crop nutrition and
fertilization; cover crops, integrated pest management, and efficient and responsible use of
pesticides.

Moreover, choosing the right genetics turns to be a key factor to achieve the maximum sustainable
productivity. Within this context, biotechnology is a vital tool —and the most promising one- to
boost productivity in every environment.

Finally, both the production system as a whole and the agronomic management at Grupo
Romagnoli are set within a framework of environmental quality management called Certified
Agriculture (AC, as per the Spanish acronym). Certified Agriculture system, created and promoted
by Aapresid (Argentine No Till Farmers Association) consists in implementing a GAP protocol as
well as using, measuring, and registering environmental management indicators. AC
implementation allows to gain access to better tools for a professional agronomic management,
increasing productive systems efficiency, enabling continuous improvement processes while
reducing costs and increasing profits. Also, by having a described, monitored and certified process
farmers can show the rest of the society how food production processes work and their impact on
the environment which allows to capture the value of the positive externality Agriculture
Certification exerts on environment.
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Global Context: The role of agriculture

- Increasing demand in quantity and quality for food and energy.
- 4E Paradigm: Economy, Ecology, Ethics, Energy

- Environmental sustainability of agricultural sector.

- Strategy: Higher productivity, sustainable

- Tools:

- Intensification on land used under production with GAPSs.

- New areas under production (Land Use Planning).
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Crop Rotation: Diversity Balanced crop nutrition
and Intensity

Responsible and efficient . .
Integrated Pest management of agro- Cattle information
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Agriculture in Romagnoli Group

- The same practices used to maximize agricultural production are
those that protect the environment.

- Food should not be produced at expense of the environment, nor
the conservation of the environment at expense of food
production.

- In Romagnoli Group, we implement Good Agricultural Practices,
monitor its impact on the environment, and finally we audit and
certify the production process. This is the Certified Agriculture
system.
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Agricultura Certificada (AC) . @

www.ac.org.ar

Certified Agriculture

L4 Benefits and Opportunities

| ) Better Business Management Higher Agronomic Efficienc [tm A World of Opportunities

The Wyitmute appicicn of e ut of GAF ¢, Dnfader wth the waatwmmint of s Chiwicdl and S wwhs o Jaitem e and & roen afcient wie of matosl esemc s A [l wiie. 3 Jnceacieg okl cenand for faod, abich ks g uacssas of snioneentyl ard
Fhpecat rdorion s the srfernd wgatry o o the bfermrton, canentats s trae “rowsel peedd” of the 'y ! e ogr oo e
BT LS

Certified Agricultuwre & a quality management systam for the
prodective processes ender No Tillage. It has been lkqned to

* Hghwowatel e eficiency & Added Vabx prodatx

o the

@ T kst o Mant) L Mt Py s Had O LM aper e e & Dfmented cortaicts and agwemerts widy
and to the Corpases Whe s FTAXTE ga 13 T
v & Higher maret e ofbciency corsre (et fud pradcsant » Prefurial acce o Qecihc purons wnd
2 5 & o 1o ek e e owkeson. ad ITAeD & Lo e of podan. wd L
resowces-use efficiency. As & result. we obtain greater T e gt o & Suieh WA et o o O e Tk s i o New rbets,
s ik o A ey & e aren o g Tenmin o oty " = e v o gl g ‘ et podive
sustanable contaxt.
It construtes & bey sty for the nsttutionsl He of Aapresd, It is sepparted Afrer obtaining the certification, what are its potential yses?

by 3 30030 paperiance in No Tik practico -3 prductive system based on
the abserce of wod tilage. on cipp rotatian and the caverage of the ol
sufacs with cog edhies. Ths procedure dlows Lo achites 3 ratisndd,

A 0 I 4 » o g il
wwstanatie and even separative e of the agro-ecasytem basic resosiTes e e Setaren .
like 50l watet, av and Biodeesity Noig apmmmpnm )
* 2 0 vty of Ve o m— \
The issphwrsnttatisn of AL requres the fulilreert of a vt of Geed Agiceltindl S
Fraztices (CAF 5} It 3o needs the mgstry of the agronamic management and
the reasaremert of sob cherrical and ghyscel indeator for subsaqeent
s and tha podectiee process cemifcatian R e e ™
‘ e el
) Bokeexs wd

Zl8y Good Agricultural Practices

OnN

£ TR R el B T stasct o G,
st soge. ardl e praarce of # penewe. ol cove
P O ] X o

* M v mavex

& Budure tor oot of bt

T Lomr v e
g i gty

 boane sl Soleghcd vy

# bcxane s iy

& bwprave prodactety and yeld by and
* Loww produrson oown

2]
R raaa te atematan of St cxgn b b aed

WHE T paie T abveaps S Je
spwars cadort

# 1A o by et oo pethogens

© 1t e resints io 3 Swanced wag; wed

B et U sl e s, (il and
bwopes crdrem

¥ byt e e maragrre bt s te
G Sica of prabatis whx

¥ o gt e el of vk deoenes, woms
00 e e, woing U Wiy podiens Baed
Moon rerud, cmdowy movewe e o
el . € g 3 ey Wowinige of B
ot Scbep o aed @ of the rvoere.

e smopof vimrecng s pu e b resd
Vot of “rareny & Sriew B¢ St (MR
eadod

T I orgben # e anicacwts gt wd 4
o e ey ey

O &ff sed

B iy 1 i By A At
e R
A e Y g D .
The waars

#15 Coese e peodect e W Sy dedw
gher selectvity. which sy teirsts the et
e’ withent sfactog the sthet

0 ) comaber S s (e sepded bemers Be
et ahe1809 3d Mamars

15 Qi 2l 3 1 G 4 L e

& Torae for wohen’ beattc ot

P2 00 GO M J00L M 1 T e
bt

Mhaw o wvmemendy
T L)

The sod chomas beaks Yald n et w
wanne Yo wd M K 4 et

watied 13 twlarx k. tomadkmey pecerier
i iy £, IR R
thine et vl tarrg

T TR R
Wit hes 13 A0 ww e Sty
g 15 Ut Wil Semit of
3 Nacions & Savidad Aurs

The prstoens wd mpe
St 18 congly it A
whcen St wed sode the

T 0 T2 s e Cahn St
Mokt

(A ) Documenting

The fawe: snshyits sl 301 oS 9 patirots Conin bl o W4 pedadr miviy

* Prvily

® Vol P ey aw

& 5ol s

( B:l Measuring and Registering

Mond Eradal, i bt e It rmmt s b AL S kg L gt et

Agranomic
Managemant
Indicators

Ty st 13 4 sk s Tk b et o s et

e o i ol (6w -

Sorw 1oema i wvdencn cormiane the sod hasrt
tiratons wrh che GAP 'y

G

T ol Cuhd bt spfivmsm ffgbis Comdont
e O Somapment of Lhe D, whah ween
& foble s

§ So0d aaii w0ge Cpacity and deBacion,
et s ol smwsce: ol

© Moneree of ey facton for the Grvringment
of ouns.

o)

Thiy #hew b P Sopply ol armds ant

Ot Gl (el Paacin Ik an R

the rarred prweth sed éevelopowt fir panes

) Auditing and Certifying




Good Agricultural Practices in action
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Final comments ...

Social

Bearable Eqmtable

Environment |
\ Viable | Economic
N\

Adams, W.M. (2006)

&Aapresid ot

The evolution of NT



Thank you !

WWW.gruporomaagnoli.com.ar

www.ac.org.ar/english

www.okandu.com.ar
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