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Although GM crops are not widely grown in the EU, a large number of GM varieties -- including 

maize, soya, oilseed rape, cotton and rice -- that have not been authorized for use in the EU have 

been approved for growing elsewhere, in particular major commodity-exporting countries such  as 

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, India and the USA. Indeed, the EU system for the approvals of 

GMOs is accumulating a huge backlog which is threatening to disrupt Europe’s supplies of 

agricultural commodities. Each year, the number of products approved is lower than the new 

applications received. The fact that approval and the commercial use of newly-developed GM 

plants are carried out significantly faster in third countries than in Europe entails the so called 

asynchronous authorization i. e when a certain GM crop has been evaluated for its safety and 

authorized in the exporting country (X) whereas the importing country (Y) might or might have not 

evaluated this GM crop for its safety and has not authorized it (yet).  Asynchronous authorization 

have a significant economic impact. In fact, the EU is highly dependent on imported vegetable 

protein as an ingredient for livestock feed and this is increasingly produced with genetically 

modified (GM) crops in terms of area and also in terms of crop/trait combinations. Not allowing 

certain varieties of commodities to enter the EU market, despite abundant evidence of their safety, 

has led to major trade disruptions in the past and is bound to do so again. The intervention will try 

to explore the impacts on farmers, especially livestock farmers, of the asynchronous authorization 

issue. 
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Source: David Green, Greenhouse Communications, Virginia. And Economist magazine 2011. 
 



• From overproducer to 

major food importer 

 

• EU already uses 35 M 

ha arable land out side 

of the EU to feed its 

consumers 

 

• EU imports 80% of 

vegetable protein for its 

livestock sector  

 

• 85% of the imports 

contain GM material 
 

 

 





Source Europabio 2012 
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